Functions of the seventh cranial nerve.
The somatosensory fibers in the seventh cranial nerves convey cutaneous information from the pinnae and are overshadowed in importance by the gustatory afferents in the chordae tympanorum, which, while also carrying parasympathetic fibers to the mucous glands, play an essential role in the health and physiology of the mouth, nose, and conjunctiva. The motor fibers of the facial nerve proper activate the mimetic muscles, and so have a dual role in the expression of emotion and the silent or unconscious communication of thought.